suspending the figure to this by means of ropes, to the
end that it might be easily moved, they thus got it gradu-
ally forward with beams and windlasses, and finally placed
it on the sight destined to receive the same. The knot of
the rope which held the statue was made in such sort that
it ran easily, but became tighter as the weight increased,
a beautiful and ingenious arrangement, which I now have
in my book of designs. * .

When the statue was set up, it chanced that Soderini,
whom it greatly pleased, came to look at it while Michael
Angelo was retouching it at certain points, and told the
artist that he thought the nose too short. Michael Angelo
perceived that Soderini was in such a position beneath
the figure that he could not see it conveniently, yet to
satisfy him he mounted the scaffold with his chisel and
a little powder gathered from the floor in his hand, when,
striking lightly with the chisel but without altering the
nose, he suffered a little of the powder to fall, and then
said to the Gonfaloniere who stood below: " Look at it
now ! " " I like it better now," replied Piero ; " you have
given it life." Michael Angelo then descended, not without
compassion for those who desire to appear good judges
of matters whereof they know nothing.

v A s A RI (from Lives of the Painters)

On the I4th day of May 1504 the marble Giant was
dragged from the House of Works. They brought it out
at the twenty fourth hour, breaking through the wall above
the door sufficiently to let it pass through. And that night
stones were thrown at the giant with intent to injure it,
and it was necessary to mount a guard on it during the
night. It moved very slowly, being bound upright: it was
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